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SUBJECT FARAH MISSION CONCLUDES VISIT TO BOTSWANA 

SUMMARY: FARAH MISSION HAS DEPARTED BOTSWANA AFTER 1 1 DAY STAY 
WHICH INCLUDED MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT KHAMA AND OTHER GOB OFFICIALS 
REGU REFUGEES AND VILLAGERS IN NORTHERN BORDER AREA. SEPTEL 
REPORTS OUR PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF MISSION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . UNITED NATIONS FACT - FINDING MISSION, HEADED BY DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL FARAH.ARRIVED IN BOTSWANA FEBRUARY 17. 

THE MISSION, WHICH HAD EARLIER VISITED LESOTHO AND SWAZILAND, 

CAME HERE IN RESPONSE TO JANUARY SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WHICH CALLED FR AN INTERNATIONAL AID PROGRAM TO BOTSWANA. 

MISSION WAS DEVIDED INTO TWO GROUPS: ECONOMIC TEAM EXAMINED 
BORDER PROBLEMS WITH RHODESIA AND RESULTANT NEED FOR BOTSWANA TO 
DIVERT FUNDS FROM DEVELOPMENT TO MILITARY USES, REFUGEE TEAM 
STUDIED BURGEONING REFUGEE SITUATION HERE WHICH HAS TAXED 
BOTWSANA S MEAGER RESOURCES. 
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2. MISSION MET WITH PRESIDENT KHAMA MORNING OF FEB. 18. LATER 
THAT DAY, FARAH AND ECONOMIC TEAM, ACCOMPANIED BY MINISTER OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE AND INFORMATION D.K. KWELAGONE, TRAVELLED TO 
FRANCISTOWN AND NORTHERN BORDER TO ASSESS MILITARY/REFUGEE 
SITUATION FIRSTHAND. MISSION EXPRESSED CONCERN AT CONDITIONS IN FRAN 
CISTOWN 

FRANCISTOWN REFUGEE CANP. IN ADDITION , TEAM VISITED POLICE 
MOBILE UNIT CAMP AND FRANCISTOWN TO SEE BODY OF WHITE RHODESIAN 
SOLDIER KILLED THAT DAY INSIDE BOTSWANA. 

3. ALSO IN FRANCISTOWN, GROUP SAW BOMBED-OUT NKOMO ANC HEADQUARTERS 
AND MET WITH RHODESIAN NATIONALIST REPRESENTATIVES WHO URGED THAT 
UN BEGIN TO ASSIST DIRECTLY RHODESIAN REFUGEES. UNHCR HITHERTO 

HAS MAINTAINED THAT RHODESIANS ARE BRITISH RESPONSIBILITY AND 
HAS LIMITED ITSELF TO ASSISTANCE IN BUILDING OF EXISTING 
FRANCISTOWN CAMP. LATER MISSION MEMBERS DROVE ALONG BOTSWAN- 
RHODESIAN BORDER TO MEET VILLAGERS AND EXAMIND HOMES AND OTHER 
BUILDINGS REPORTEDLY DESTROYED BY RHODESIAN TROOPS. 

4. MISSION REFUGEE TEAM, LED BY UNHCR'S F.J. HOMANN-HERIMBERG, 

REMAINED IN GABORONE TO MEET WITH BOTSWANA COUNCIL FOR REFUGEESN 
SOWETO STUDENTS AND OTHERS (SEPTEL). 

5. PRESIDENT KHAMA HONORED GROUP WITH RECEPTION AT STATE HOUSE 
EVENING FEB 23. MISSION SPENT LAST FEW DAYS OF STAY HERE SIGHTSEEING 
IN AND AROUND GABORONE BEFORE DEPARTING FEB. 28. 

NORLAND 
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